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trained servants are difficult to obtain. As he had of course
signed the ship's articles for the trip, his desertion was reported
to the consulate and the police, but we were told that to get
him back would be practically an impossibility ; while, scruples
apart, nothing would have been gained by the simpler method of
assassination. The man himself we did not regret, but after the
manner of his kind he had waited till we were on the point of
sailing, and therefore left us in the lurch.
In spite of the fact that personal safety still leaves a good deal
to be desired, the Government of Argentina is one of the purest
in South America; the result, it is said, of the wealth of her
officials. She is already proudly conscious of her strength, and,
in some quarters at any rate, is anxious to rely upon it alone
for her position among nations rather than on any such external
aid as the Monroe doctrine. Throughout the whole continent
it is necessary in speaking of the citizens of the United States
to term them carefully " North Americans," avoiding the usual
and more abbreviated form.
Religion is not a powerful factor in Argentina either in public
or private life. Roman Catholicism is officially recognised, but
it does not strive to be a political force, and meets therefore
with general toleration; even when it is not practised it is neither
hated nor feared. Many women and some men are devout, but
the majority of men simply ignore it.
A Briton in leaving Argentina not unnaturally asks what
is the share of his own countrymen in the development of the
new republic. Our connection with it through trade is con-
siderable. The railways are in British hands, and 61 per cent,
of the shipping flies the Union Jack. In addition to young men
who may wish to take up life in " the camp," or country, a certain
number of Englishmen are employed in offices and professional
positions, while in connection with retail trade, it is homelike tp
see the shops and advertisements of such firms as Harrod and
Maple. A pleasing bond exists throughout the British colony in
Freemasonry, which is a most living force, with many adherents,
amongst whom pur Minister is included, S. being one of the
dect.we had, through the kindness of Mr. Chevalier Bout ell, the
Deputy Grand Master for South America, the pleasure of being
present at a ladies' banquet, which proved a very brilliant and
enjoyable entertainment.

